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Dear Chairman Lewis and members of the committee:

My name is Larry Mires and I am the executive director of the St. Mary Rehabilitation
Working Group ("SMRWG"). I write on behalf of the SMRWG in support of HB 49, an
act to Authorize General Obligation Bonds for Water Related Infrastructure Projects on
the Blackfeet Reservation. The SMRWG is made up of 16 volunteer members
representing irrigation interests, municipalities, recreation/fisheries groups, economic
development entities, and county governments, as well as representatives from the
Blackfeet Tribe and the Ft. Belknap Indian Community.

The SMRWG was created in2003 to craft a workable solution for rehabilitating the St.
Mary Facilities before the system suffers catastrophic failure. The St. Mary Facilities are
the backbone of the Milk River Project, one of the five original Bureau of Reclamation
irrigation projects. The Milk River Project serves over 110,000 irrigated acres of
agriculture along Montana's Hi Line. In dry years, nearly 90 percent of the water
available to Milk River Project users comes from the St. Mary River, which arises on the
Blackfeet Indian Reservation. The SMRWG strongly supports the settlement of the
Blackfeet Tribe's federal reserved water rights claims embodied in reintroduced US
Senate 3290, as that settlement vindicates the historically neglected water rights of the
Blackfeet Tribe while protecting the Milk River Project's vital access to St. Mary River
water. Likewise, the SMRWG strongly supports HB 49 and urges the Senate Committee
on Finance and Claims to pass HB 49.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
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Larry Mires
Executive Director
St. Mary Rehabilitation Working Group
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